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4. Skit or Film

It’s show time! You are to create a skit (to be acted out in class) or a pre-recorded
film (to be played in class) about your novel.

-Recreate an important scene or mini summary of your book with script-like dialogue
(do not tell the ending)/

-The entire script must be written out and given to the teacher before the
performance.

-It must be 2-3 minutes in length.

-Play should include a few props and simple costumes.

5. Comic Book (Graphic Novel)

Here is your chance to be a cartoonist.
-Create a comic book that explores 5 important events from your story.
-Do not tell the ending.
-The comic book must have conversation balloons and colorful, illustrations.

6. Createa CD

You are a music producer.. Your book is being turned into a movie and needs a
soundtrack. Use an old CD case to create this project.

-Choose 5 important scenes that you could set to music.

-Create a cover for your CD. :

-On the back list a (school-appropriate) song/author that goes with each scene and
explain in 1 sentence why you chose that song to go with the scene.

~Write a 10 sentence summary of the book without telling the ending. This may go
inside of the CD case or be on a separate sheet of paper.

-Optional- you may burn 1 or more of the appropriate songs onto a CD to share in

class.
_-_—

7. Bookina Bag’

-Create or find a bag that represents a main theme of your book.

-Create/find 5 items to be placed in the bag that were important to the story.

-On each of the 5 items you will provide information about the story elements:
1)characters 2)setting 3)main problem 4)your recommendation 5)a 10 sentence
summary that does not give away the ending.

8. Self-selected Idea
This must be well thought out and presented to the teacher for approval before you

begin. Let the creative juices flow and use your interests and talents to present your
book in some format that you can share with the class.
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Independent Reading Project Rubric

1 2 3 4

Presentation

-clear voice none some most all

- eye contact
-
Conventions

-punctuation

-capitalization none some most all
-spelling
Required none some most " oall
Content
Creativity no minimal . more great
& Effort evidence evidence evidence evidence
Displays
Subject no knowledge little more great
Knowledge of book knowledge knowledge knowledge
& Answers
Questions none some most all

Total score /20 points
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Independent Reading Project (IRP) OUL g‘ mmY ig

1. Read over the review of Character Trait Analysis é?t\think about the character you
have been reading about in your independent reading at home.

2. Identify at least three character traits and provide evidence from the book to show
how you made your inferences.

In the book by , the

character is

On page , demonstrates that she/he is because

"This shows that

Additionally, on page s demonstrates that she/he is

because

This demonstrates that

Finally, on page N demonstrates that she/he is

because

This proves that

In conclusion,
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Name: Character Trait Analysis

When you write a character analysis, you will be expected to describe a character's
personality (traits). It's not as difficult as it may seem to figure out a character's personality traits
based on his/her thoughts and behaviors:

"Say cheese!" the exasperated photographer shouted, as she
pointed her camera toward the group of squirming children. Margot
displayed her broadest, most convincing fake smile as she inched ever-
closer to her younger cousin. Just as the photographer's finger twitched
over the shutter button, Margot leaned into her young cousin's side and
pinched hard. The boy let out a velp, just as the camera clicked.

You can make some assumptions about Margot from the brief segment above. If you had
to name a character trait to describe her, what would it be? Highlight the clues in the
text that give you evidence for your conclusion about Margot’s personality.

Margot’s Trait:

Evidence:

As you are reading and taking notes for your contract assignment, what mi ght your notes look
like?

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone

Character Harry Potter
Trait Brave or courageous
Evidence = chases Malfoy when he takes Neville's Remembrall
=  runs to warn Hermione about the Mountain Troli on
Halloween
» helps Ron fight the Troll
= works to protect the Sorcerer's Stone and keep it away from
Lord Voldemort
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Drafting your paragraph: hd r .

State your character trait and provide clear evidence from the text using your notes.
Remember to use transition words such as “one way, another way, an example,
additionally, finally.”

Character Analysis — What to Look For

1) Pay attention to the character’s ethics. Does the character make just or unjust choices?
2) Decide whether the character’s actions are wise or unwise.

3) What is the character’s motivation? As you are mulling over the pros and cons of each
character’s internal thoughts and external actions, you will want to also consider why the
character is acting or thinking in a particular way.

4) Consider the effects of the character’s behavior on other characters.

5) Look for repeatedly used words that describe the character. For example, “sharp little
teeth” and a “flickering tongue,” are symbols of a character's snake-like monstrousness.

6) Read between the lines. Often what a character does not say is as important as what he or she
does say.
You will receive clues about a character's personality through his or her:

Actions
Reactions
Feelings
Movements

7) Look for ways the character has experiences growth or change from the beginning of the
story to the end.
Is the character "flat" (stays the same) or "round" (dynamic and changing throughout the story)?

Question Stems to get you thinking as you read:
- Why did a character feel ?
- What was the significance of a character’s decision?
- Whydid a characteract ____ ? ’
- Whydid a charactersay _____?
- Which words best describe a character?
- Which sentence tells me how the character felt?
- Which word best describes the character in the story?
- Which word best describes 's personality?
- What was the main reason a character did something?
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Character Traits ex M kf

adventurous independent
afraid leader
angry peaceful
bossy pleasant
busy popular
careless strict
confident stubborn
determined talented
dishonest thoughtful
foolish trustworthy
friendly unfriendly
greedy unhappy
helpful wicked
impatient wise
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Independent Reading Project (IRP)

Share your knowledge of your independent reading book in a fun, creative way. Choose
the project that is best suited for your book and your talents. Have fun!

1. Character Scrapbook

You need to create a scrapbook as if created by the character him/herself.

-Highlight 5 main events of his/her life.

-Use supplies that suggest the mood/circumstances of the character at that time (each
page should be different)

-Be sure to use some inner thoughts of the character as he/she recalls the memory.
-These pages should show any changes the character has undergone without giving
away the ending.

-Be prepared to present the scrapbook as if it were your own.

2. Power Point

Take us on the joumney of your character’s life as if you were he/she by creating a
Power Pont presentation retelling main events.

-Highlight 5 main events of his/her life.

-Use colors, animations, and sounds which suggest the character’s mood at that time
-Be sure to use some inner thoughts of the character as he/she recalls the memory.
~These slides should show any changes the character has undergone without giving
away the ending.

-Be prepared to present the slideshow as if you were the character.

3. Movie Poster

Your book has been turned into a movie and you’ve been asked to advertise the film.
Create a movie poster like the ones you see at the theater.

“Highlight one very important scene and make it the focus of the poster.

-Put the names of the actors/actresses who are starring in the film at the bottom
-Name the producer on the poster.

-Give the movie a rating, (G, PG, PG-13)

- Include a movie review like you see in the papers that includes your rating (*, **,
k% or ¥*%%) along with a 10 sentence summary of the film. Do not give away the
ending. Make sure that you state reasons why you liked or disliked the film (book).




