Name:__ Due Date: Friday Jan.§th

Antarctica — Frozen Desert

Tuesday — (In class) Read & complete 8 multiple
choice.

Tuesday — Create a graphic organizer for a
narrative story about Antarctica (see Mr.
Meyer’s examples). ¥**MUST USE ©**

Wed. /Thursday — Write your own 5 paragraph
narrative about an adventure in Antarctica.
Please use at least 3 facts from the originally
story within your narrative. Have fun, be
creative!
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N an, 2,000 years ago, early Greek

- geogaphers wrote about a giant confinent at
the bottom of the world. Although no one had
actually seen it, they called it Anti-Arktikos, or
“opposite of the Arctic.” Centuries passed, and
no ore found this “great southern continent.”
In the 1800s; -explorers finally reached the
legendary land, Amorig them was American,
sea captain Nathaniel Palmer, who sighted
Antarciica from his ship, '

Most of Antarctica is a desert. This may -
seem. strange, because we often think of deserts
as hot places filled with sand. Almost all of
Anta.rcucam: covered with snow and ice, and
the average annual Temperature is far below
freezing. But on the whole, Antarctica Teceives
very litile predpitation (rain or snow)—and
this {s what makes it a desert,

Plants 'anjd animals that live in AntarcHea
- have to be tough. A few kinds of plants-—some
mosses, for éxample—grow in fhe 2 percent of
Antarctic land that is free of ice. Soma grow
only during e summer months and only on

the wariner parts of the continent. Animals that

survive yearxéund on thie mainland are small

and stay close to the ground—tiny insects such -

ag mites, and microscopic worms. (Penguins
and seals live on Antarctica only part of the
year.) ' - o ‘

[
!
i

Grade 5 Reading liem Sampler 2005-2008

[

g . » . ) e :‘UEE
Amarctma-——l?rozen Desert A
3 by Blise Forier S . i

Fhl]

i
: -

Some eatly visitors to the continens were
hunfers. Although Antarchicaisa harsh, nearly
empty land, the seag surrounding it are xich
with marine life. Six species of seals, more than
12 species of birds—including pengring—and
many whales live near Avtarctics, Thronghoi
the 1800s, whale and seal hunters safled to the
Anfarctic oceans by the hundreds, The hunters

|- sold sealskins and whale and penguid blubber.

(Blubber is the thick layer of fat below the skin

- of marine animals:) So many seals were killed

that several species almost becarme extinc.
Today, Antarctic seals are piotected b}?r.
international agreement, and their populations
have increased again. !

" Other people to visit Antarctica indluded,
explorers, scientists, and adventurers. |
Explorers rushed to daim Pleces of Antarctica

 for their nations. In the inderests of pre'serving '

the land and avoiding wax, the interngtonal
Antarctic Treaty was signed in 1959. It ensures
that Antarctica will rernain a peaceful place
and will be protected from harmfu] aciiviiies.

More than 3,000 people from arourid the
world—sdientists and people who help the
scientists —work-in Antarctica to day. liisnota
very easy place to live, but it is a perfelt
laboratory for sdentific study:. Astrono!mers
like the cold, dlean, dry air because it dllows
their telescopes to see clearly into deep space.
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-, exrerne temperatures and harsh conditions.
- Geologists dig in Antarciica to find. out what

{frace climate changes throughout the ages.
" Some scientists study ardmals and plamis on

. 'iandscape,'w}\isﬂing winds, and chilly seas,

Biologié?s? STEL'[dY Efe on and arormd Antarctica
to learn about how animals and planis adaptto

RE iand Was Like miliions of years ago.
Gladologists (scientists who study the great
masses of ice called glaciers) drillin the iceto _

Anfarctica to find:ouf move about what life
might be like on Gther planets.

With its huge icebergs, blue.and silver

Anfarctica can seemlike ancther planet, The
land and itsicy cdverhave been compared
with the Moon, Mars, and Jupiter's moon,
Buropa. TPossibly o place on Earihvis strauger
or wilder—or more beautiful—than Antaretica |
Certainly, there isio other place we know of
thatis quitelikeit. =~ .
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A2.3.1 .
1. Plants and animals in Antarctica-have to
be tough bécause of
A hunters and scientists,
| B large populations of people,
C tjoo much rain during the year.

D very cold weather conditions.

Az.aq

2. Which best describes the main idea of
the passage?

| o
A I?Iunters caused mnch of the marine
. lifein Antarefica to disappear.

B Antarctca’s climate makes i+ an
unustal confinent,,

C  Theee thousand people live in,
Antarctica today,

D Geologists in Antarctica dig for
clues from the past.
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8. Howis Antarctica similar 40 other
deserfs? B
A Itreceives very little moistire.
B Theaverage femperature is below
freezing.

C Sand covers o8t of the continent

. |
D It has weather conditions that keep
changing, e

B.3.1.1
4. Which of these is an opinion? i

A “Bome early visitors to theicontinent
were hunters ” |

‘B “Possibly no place on Ear%f:h is
stranger or wilder ... 7 :

, I

P

C  “... the international Amtarciic
- Treaty was signed in 1559.%

i
D “Six species of seals, more than
12 species of birds . live near
Antarciica.”
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5. Accoring to the paﬂsaga, whio IEached 7. ‘Which sentence best supporis the main
Antatclica fu:sr'f‘ idea of the passage? 7 ;
A scientists ' TA L Anf:artfica can seem like I
L : ' another planet.”
b geographers _ P S
) 1 I ) ) ' B ""Penguins and seals live on
C exp orers ‘ %ma;cttca only part of the year.”
p huntei'si' C “Gladologists ... dzill in the jce to
: ) trace c.hmate t:ha:nges 'ﬂ’lIDH‘-’”I‘LO‘LL'E .
| the ages.”
Az4d s D “More than 3,000 people from i _
o around the world ... work in ;
- 6. Accordibg to the passage, many Antarctica today.” I
scientists are drawn to Antarctica . |
. because !
A ihey can study frozen plants and
animals. . A3
N e . 8. The great numiber of hunters fraw: eling to
. » tehino
B ;}112:33 lpy fhe hunfing and fist e Antarctica in the 1800s indicates that
"C itisan éxce]len‘t laboratory. 4 few animals used to live in
- Antarciica.

D itisan easy place to live.

) B Antarctica used to have a hot
f cimate.

: - € Antarctica used fo be overpopula’ced
: with people.

: D many people used o want
: sealsking and arimal blubber.
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Antarctica

All About the Coldest Place on Earth

Learn more at www.sciencekids.co.ng

Antarctica is the coldest
place on our planet. It is covered
in snow and ice all year long.
Because it is located at the
bottom of our planet, the
seasons and daylight patterns
are very different. It is winter
time in June. There are only 2
hours of daylight during winter.
Then it turns dark again.

Hours of Daylight in
June
-~ Hours of
Daylight
B Hours of
Darkness
1800 o 1400

~blocks of ice floating -

7

Antarctica is covered in
snow and ice.
Very few people
have been to Antarctica.
There are heavy sharp

around the land. The ice
can break and destroy
the ships. Antarcticais
also a cold and windy
place. Many people
have died while visiting.

2000

©Gwen Jones 2013 http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Curious-Jones

1821 I 'IS‘IEI>

The first person
The first

lands on
Antdrctica (by crew
boat) survives the

1q4_<1| 1961

!

l' People promised

The first that Antarctica will
long lasting  be d place for
homes dre everyone to learn,

winter

‘built study and explore.







Penguins

All About Emperor Pengu

Emperor Penguins are
amazing birds. Both the adult
males and females are about four
feet tall. They can weigh between
50 to 100 pounds. This makes
them the largest and heaviest
penguins on earth. Emperor
penguins cannot fly. They have
stiff flat wings and a smooth
curved body. This works best for

>WIMMINE. An Emperor

Penguin’s feathers are
called its plumage.
Here are some facts
about their feathers:

*  They have 100 feathers
for every square inch.

* The top layer of feathers
are firm and slick. These

The feath
¢ feathers feathers keep them dry.

uhdernsath

are soff,
They keepit *  The lowerlayers of

W feathers are soft. These
feathers are called down.
They keep them warm.

SWC.GuestRelations@seaworld.com

Ti’ééﬁéfﬁéﬁér@? Péngams live
in Antarctica.

display copy t
'natural Iight of i
:Antarchca ThIS & -

Peng u1nf -

Encoﬁunterl

fﬁOf .300 p_e_ng'u ins’ at:-"j;.
‘Sea-World.in San

'Dlego Callfornla

tis called Pengum:ﬁ.f_;_
_Encounter :

The I|ghts |n thts-

means itis dark

‘most of the day
;durlng the SR
"-summer You can
‘take 2 tour to
-Iearn more about

pengums and meet
one face to face

©Gwen Jones 2013 hitp://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Curious-Jones
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The plane banked left and dropped out of the
air with a sudden lurch. | was thrown into the
window of twin turbine aircraft. My insides felt like
they were in a blender. The piolet yelled, “Hold on,
we are almost there!” as sweat ran down his face.
Finally, after what seemed an eternity, the plane
greeted the runway. | made to Antarctica. My |
research team was here to study and collect
samples on some local glaciers. thtle did I know, the

real danger was jUSt beginning.

As | stepped off the ice coated plane, frosty
freezing fingers of death swirled around my face. |
Despite the freeze cold wind, | can taste what real
fresh air is supposed to taste like. [ was so much
cleaner than the city air | was used to. As my
research team walked to the command post, my
ears detected an empty silence. We were truly
alone out here in the frozen desert. The sights of
endless horizons filled my view. “Let’s get moving!”
" | barked over the howling wind. | knew | had to




_____remainstrong and confidence - for myteam. [t was.

time to head out into the unknown. | hoped our

- team could find and collect the needed data. Qur

small research company needed somethmg big in
order to stay in business.

| lead our team out into the sub-zero |
temperatures. Little dots on the horizon turned out
to be penguins and seals. Me and o‘ther_ glaciologists
needed to collect samples from the glacier by |
drilling deep in the heart of the monster. Once we
had the needed data we could finally try to | |
understand if global warming was effecting the last
remaining glaciers. We needed conclusive proof.

After a long day of work we were as weary as an
Olympic triathlon competitor. As | helped the team
settle in for the night, a sea of stars swim over the
night sky. It was so clear without the light pollution
from the city. The comforting smell of burning
embers helped me relax in my sleeping back The

nest moment | was asleep.




However, the peace did not last long. | heard
Troy’s voice shake with fear as he tried to wake my
exhausted body. | unzipped my tent flap just in time
to see a wall of snow moving straight for our camp
site. Fight of flight. | would fight to save my team. |
gathered everyone together and we hunkered -
down all holding onto each other. The storm was a
beast. We lost all our supplies, radio equipment,
snowmobiles, food, and most of all the entire data
“collection for the day was gone. Now our very lives
“hungi in the balance.

There Is no question about it,” , Chﬁ# hﬂw\j-@{ a[J
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